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logical performances over a period of time. I: is probable
that specific conditions cause the formation cf Tarious pat-
terns of organization.
Xonacademic Children. — Not all children are equally
educable. Children with low learning ability are found in
significant numbers in elementary school. It has been esti-
mated that approximately 15 to 18 per cent of elementary
children fall in the dull normal group, having intelligence
quotients between 70 or 75 and 90.
Teachers can recognize marked mental retardation even
though they cannot accurately estimate the intelligence
quotients of an entire class of children. Among 592 chil-
dren referred by teachers to the psychological bureau be-
cause of suspected feeble-mindedness, the results of the Binet
test showed 51 per cent to be feeble-minded, 46 per cent to
be border line, and only 3 per cent above the borderline
level.39
Mental defect appears to be associated with a constellation
of factors: retardation in traditional school systems, mentally
defective brothers and sisters, oversuggestibility, preference
for younger children as playmates, slow or dull manner, and
being a target of teasing by other children. The vocabulary
of mental defectives is markedly below normal. Morons,
on the average, fall below their chronological peers even in
tests of mechanical ability, although some of the group make
high scores.
Even in practical nonabstract types of work mentally de-
ficient children are characterized by limited attention, limited
use of experience, a poor understanding of interrelations
of the processes in their work, and a narrow technical horizon
even in lines of work in which they are highly interested.
On the other hand, because they work less intensely than
normal children, they do not fatigue so easily. Mentally
defective children find concentrating on their work increas-
ingly hard as it becomes more difficult. These character-
istics should be recognized and taken into account in their
instruction.
39 J. Schwarz [Estimation of Intelligence], Psychometrja, I  (1931), 17-30.

